Baptism of the Holy Spirit
I have been thinking about this for a while. We are coming up to the Feast of Pentecost which
Jews and followers of Jesus celebrate. It celebrates the harvest in Israel but for Jews, the greater
harvest of Gentiles coming to trust in the God of Israel. And for believers in Yeshua it marks the
coming of the Holy Spirit, the operative power of God in the world and the Spirit who comes to
live in those who believe Jesus (Yeshua) is the Son of God who came into the world, was born of
Mary, did miracles, was crucified, died, was buried and rose again, appeared before many
witnesses and was taken up to heaven and before He left, promised to come again and bring to
fulfillment the Kingdom of God. But more than mere belief is required to experience the Holy
Spirit. It requires a commitment to follow Jesus and an invitation to Him to come and become
one's spiritual Master. Another time I will tell a bit about my own journey. But this may give you
a sketch about how to begin your own journey. Shalom.
Prelude
John Baptist proclaimed ““The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; therefore every
tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. “As for me, I
baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I,
and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
“His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and
He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable
fire.”” (Matthew 3:10–12, NASB95)
“The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world! “This is He on behalf of whom I said, ‘After me comes a
Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ “I did not recognize Him,
but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.”” (John 1:29–31,
NASB95)
“John testified saying, “I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and
He remained upon Him. “I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in
water said to me, ‘He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon
Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.’ “I myself have seen, and have
testified that this is the Son of God.”” (John 1:32–34, NASB95
“And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about Him spread
through all the surrounding district. And He began teaching in their synagogues and was
praised by all. And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up; and as was
His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. And the
book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book and found the
place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me
to preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,
And recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those who are oppressed, To proclaim the
favorable year of the Lord.” And He closed the book, gave it back to the attendant and
sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say
to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” And all were speaking

1

Baptism of the Holy Spirit
well of Him, and wondering at the gracious words which were falling from His lips; and
they were saying, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”” (Luke 4:14–22, NASB95)
“Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If
anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. “He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ ” But this He
spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:37–39, NASB95)
“So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were
shut where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” And when He had said this, He showed them
both His hands and His side. The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. So
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, I also send
you.” And when He had said this, He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. “If you forgive the sins of any, their sins have been forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they have been retained.”” (John 20:19–23, NASB95)
The angel Gabriel came to Mary and* said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with
you.” 29 But she was greatly perplexed at the statement, and was pondering what sort of
greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her,
“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” And Mary said to the
angel, “How will this be, since I have not had sexual relations with a man?”
35 And the angel answered and* said to her,
“The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore also the one to be born will be called holy, the Son of God.”
38 So Mary said, “Behold, the Lord’s female slave! May it happen to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
““So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. “For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and
to him who knocks, it will be opened. “Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his
son for a fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? “Or if he is asked for
an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he? “If you then, being evil, know how to
give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him?”” (Luke 11:9–13, NASB95)
“However, they did not all heed the good news; for Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed
our report?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.” (Romans
10:16–17, NASB95)
10 Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect.
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“The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach,
until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given
orders to the apostles whom He had chosen. To these He also presented Himself alive
after His suffering, by many convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty
days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God. Gathering them
together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father
had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water,
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”” (Acts 1:1–5,
NASB95)
9. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect.
The Apostles asked Jesus, “Lord are you going to free Israel now and restore our kingdom?”
Jesus replied, “The Father sets those dates and they are not for you to know. But when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, you will receive power and will tell people everywhere about me.....
Acts 1:6-8
8. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect.
On the day of Pentecost, seven weeks after Jesus’ resurrection, the believers were meeting
together in one place. Suddenly there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty
windstorm ...and it filled the house where they were meeting. Then, what seemed like flames of
fire appeared and settled on each of them. And everyone present was filled with the Holy Spirit
and began speaking in other languages as the Holy Spirit gave them this ability. Acts 2:1-4 NLT
7. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect. “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, ‘That I will
pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And
your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams; Even on My
bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they shall
prophesy.” (Acts 2:17–18, NASB95)
6. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect. “Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the
Holy Spirit. “For the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as
the Lord our God will call to Himself.”” (Acts 2:38–39, NASB95)
5. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect.
Peter and John had just healed a man in the Temple.
““And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus which has strengthened this man
whom you see and know; and the faith which comes through Him has given him this perfect
health in the presence of you all. “And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as
your rulers did also. “But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the
prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. “Therefore repent and return, so that
your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of
the Lord; and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive
until the period of restoration of all things about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy
prophets from ancient time.” (Acts 3:16–21, NASB95)
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4. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect. “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers and elders of the people, if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to
how this man has been made well, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel, that
by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead
—by this name this man stands here before you in good health. “He is the stone which was
rejected by you, the builders, but which became the chief corner stone. “And there is salvation in
no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has been given among men by which
we must be saved.”” (Acts 4:8–12, NASB95)
“And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of
them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common
property to them. And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. For there was
not a needy person among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell
them and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they
would be distributed to each as any had need.” (Acts 4:32–35, NASB95)
3. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect. “But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a
piece of property, and kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife’s full knowledge,
and bringing a portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, “Ananias, why has
Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?
“While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not under
your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to
men but to God.” And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last; and
great fear came over all who heard of it.” (Acts 5:1–5, NASB95)
2. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect. The Jewish High Court said, “We gave you strict orders not
to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and
intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey
God rather than men. “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by
hanging Him on a cross. “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a
Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. “And we are witnesses of these
things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”” (Acts 5:28–32,
NASB95)
1. Days to Pentecost: A Retrospect. “Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in
number, a complaint arose on the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews,
because their widows were being overlooked in the daily serving of food. So the twelve
summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, “It is not desirable for us to neglect the
word of God in order to serve tables. “Therefore, brethren, select from among you seven men of
good reputation, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may put in charge of this task. “But
we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” The statement found
approval with the whole congregation; and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the
Holy Spirit, and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from
Antioch.” (Acts 6:1–5, NASB95)
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